[image: image1.png]o N

<
[ ] .'.
‘oo’

CRUISE BALTIC

10 COUNTRIES ON A STRING Noriher Earope





Press Release

December 2008

Leading hotel chain Scandic joins Cruise Baltic 
With the same focus areas and with hotels located in eight out of the 10 countries surrounding the Baltic Sea, leading hotel chain Scandic is an obvious partner for Cruise Baltic.

When passengers travel to the Baltic Region on a cruise, many want to experience the old history of the cities, the Nordic culture, the diversity between the 26 different destinations and also to feel the nature and climate – from the late summer sun to the frosty lakes’ charm.

Cruise Baltic aims to find partners which fit in to the network and with its many hotels spread primarily in different Nordic countries, Scandic will add a huge benefit to the cruise passengers visiting the Baltic Sea Region.

- We can offer cruise passengers easy and accessible accommodation in the majority of Cruise Baltic’s destinations. Cruising in the Baltic Sea Region is expanding hugely, and with our number of rooms nearly doubling by 2012, this works together well. We are pleased to be part of Cruise Baltic, which we view as a very professional network. All in all, it is a very good platform for us to work together, says Stephan Stahl, Vice President of Sales at Scandic. 
Scandic hotels are situated in city centres and close to key transport routes. The number of rooms will expand from 26,000 in 2008 to 44,000 by 2012, located in Northern and Eastern Europe as well as the Baltic States and Russia. 

The hotel chain is renowned for leading the way when it comes to sustainability. They have a CO2 emission reporting system and have reduced their fossil CO2 emission by 30 per cent since 1996.  

 - The company’s stances on green issues, easy accessible locations in the Baltic Sea Region and experience with cruise passengers are just a few things, which make Scandic an obvious partner for Cruise Baltic. We are very pleased to have them on board and are sure they, as well as our destinations, partners and the cruise passengers in the region, will benefit hugely from our partnership, says Bo Larsen, Director of Cruise Baltic.

About Scandic:
· Scandic has around 150 hotels in 10 countries: Sweden, Denmark, Finland, Norway, Estonia, Lithuania, Germany, Poland, the Netherlands and Belgium.
· It’s business concept is “to help people recharge with our easy and accessible services, by developing and operating hotels in Europe”.
· The hotel chain is regarded as a leader within sustainable business. Scandic Sweden was the world’s first eco-labeled hotel chain in 2004. 

For further questions please contact: 

Bo Larsen, Director of Cruise Baltic, on tel.: +45 6120 9674 or at bnl@woco.dk
Stephan Stahl, Vice President of Sales, Scandic, on tel.: +46 709 73 50 74 or at stephan.stahl@scandichotels.com 
Cruise Baltic is a network of cruise destinations in the Baltic Sea offering easy access to 10 countries on a string with an ocean of adventures. Visit us at www.cruisebaltic.com












