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CRUISE BALTIC

10 COUNTRIES ON A STRING Noriher Earope





Press release

May 29, 2009

THE EUROPEAN CRUISE COUNCIL AND CRUISE BALTIC 

INITIATE CLOSER INDUSTRY CO-OPERATION

- in partnership, looking to identify environmental issue solutions -

May 2009 has proved a significant, successful and rewarding month for Cruise Baltic.

Having Identified the need to build and cement partnerships between cruise lines and shore-side support at Baltic ports, an initiative was taken by the European Cruise Council (ECC) in partnership with Cruise Baltic to set up 8 ship visits in the region during May.  Representatives invited to attend were from environmental groups, port, community and government officials, maritime organisations and local media. 

The ships visits hosted throughout May were at Rostock, Stockholm on board Constellation; Helsinki on board Constellation and Tahitian Princess; Tallinn on board Constellation; St Petersburg, AIDA Luna; Copenhagen, Constellation; and Oslo, Vision of the Seas.

Tours and presentations were organised on board, conducted by environmental officers, together with senior executives from the representative cruise lines. These included: Rich Pruitt, Director, Environmental Programs, Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd.; Tom Strang, Vice President, Policy & Regulation, Carnival Corporation & PLC; Captain D.M. Emilio Tombolesi, Director Enviornmental Policy, Maritime Policy & Compliance, Carnival Corporation; and Andrew Lorenzana, Environmental Operations Manager, Princess Cruises.

Panellist  Tom  Strang,  also  chairman of the ECC Environmental Committee, spoke from a cruise line perspective: “Both the ECC and CLIA have agreed to support these ship visits, as it is essential we show our commitment, stressing the importance of working towards protecting the environment. We will need to  make  the  industry  aware of the initiatives taken by Cruise Baltic in this  part  of  the  world,  however, these efforts can also be extended to other cruising areas in Europe and worldwide.”

On May 15th  in Oslo - marking the last in the series of ship visits - Cruise Baltic also hosted one of its 3 annual steering group meetings, when workshops and lively discussions took place, led by Cruise Baltic Director, Bo Larsen and moderator Luis De Carvalho, Consult DC. Cruise line representatives addressed the audience of 40 plus participants on the challenges the Baltic region faces, such as expanding infrastructures,  highlighting the importance of improving direct communication between ports and cruise lines.

Guest speakers John Tercek, Vice President Commercial and New Business Development for Royal Caribbean and Elisabetta de Nardo, Port Operations Manager for Costa Cruises, spoke on port development, stimulating an active debate on how to get the best from the Baltic ports and addressing the subjects of congestion and infrastructure.

John Tercek commented: “By the very formation of Cruise Baltic and instigating meetings such as this, your strategies are light years ahead of most in the world, resulting in hopefully spearheading essential responses from the industry in future.”
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Cruise Baltic is a network of cruise destinations in the Baltic Sea offering easy access to 10 countries on a string with an ocean of adventures. The association - first set up in 2004 with 12 ports as members - headed by Director Bo Larsen, has now grown to 26 destinations and 45 partners.

Visit us at www.cruisebaltic.com
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