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June 25, 2009

NEWS UPDATE....NEWS UPDATE.....NEWS UPDATE.....NEWS UPDATE.....NEWS UPDATE

** Cruise Baltic was one of the main sponsors of the UK Cruise Convention held last week in Dover. Together with partners Scandinavian Airlines, Scandic Hotels and several of the Baltic destinations, the Cruise Baltic team met at the event with travel agents, industry contacts and press on stand 61, which was directly adjacent to Disney Cruise Lines, to be operating in the Baltic sea next year for the first time.

Also hosting a seminar in the Discovery Zone at the Convention, Bo Larsen, Director of Cruise Baltic: commented: ”We were so thrilled about this exciting opportunity to promote our beautiful region of the world to the UK travel industry. I am impressed with the response Andy Harmer and his team at ACE have achieved in attracting so many participating travel agents and major cruise lines. We also used this platform to launch a competition at the Cruise Convention, where we are offering certified cruise Baltic specialists the opportunity to win a trip to the Baltic Sea region, sponsored by SAS and Scandic Hotels.”
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CRUISE BALTIC

10 COUNTRIES ON A STRING Noriher Earope



Business Sessions on Day 2 of the UK Cruise Convention with TV personality Mark Durden-Smith. Sessions sponsored by Cruise Baltic.
** The number of cruise tourists visiting Cruise Baltic destinations has risen from 1.79 million passengers in 2004 to 2.8 million passengers in 2008.

** May 2009 has proved a significant, successful and rewarding month for Cruise Baltic.

Having Identified the need to build and cement partnerships between cruise lines and shore-side support at Baltic ports, an initiative was taken by the European Cruise Council (ECC) in partnership with Cruise Baltic to set up 8 ship visits in the region during May.  Representatives invited to attend were from environmental groups, port, community and government officials, maritime organisations and local media. 

The ships visits hosted throughout May were at Rostock, Stockholm on board Constellation; Helsinki on board Constellation and Tahitian Princess; Tallinn on board Constellation; St Petersburg, AIDA Luna; Copenhagen, Constellation; and Oslo, Vision of the Seas.
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Tours and presentations were organised on board, conducted by environmental officers, together with senior executives from the representative cruise lines. These included: Rich Pruitt, Director, Environmental Programs, Royal Caribbean Cruises Ltd.; Tom Strang, Vice President, Policy & Regulation, Carnival Corporation & PLC; Captain D.M. Emilio Tombolesi, Director Enviornmental Policy, Maritime Policy & Compliance, Carnival Corporation; and Andrew Lorenzana, Environmental Operations Manager, Princess Cruises.

** News from the Cruise Baltic Partners:

Port of Tallinn freezes cruise ship port dues and charges for 2010

Meeting the requests of cruise companies, Port of Tallinn has decided to freeze the prior planned increase of cruise ship port dues and charges for 2010. The request of companies organizing cruises to freeze port dues and charges has mainly been caused by the overall economic decline in the world, which also impacts companies engaged in holiday trip organizing. Port dues and charges shall be preserved on the level of 2009 both for cruise ships mooring in Tallinn as well as for ships calling at the other cruise harbour of the company – Saaremaa Harbour. Additional discount in Saaremaa Harbour (– 30 % in addition to the discounts valid in Tallinn), shall apply also in 2010. 

The management of the company has not yet made a decision on cruise ship port dues and charges for 2011, however, surely the situation of the economic environment is considered to enable companies preserve former cruise ship call number in a complicated economic situation. In the longer perspective, plans foresee prior planned harmonizing of port dues and charges. 

The 2009 cruise season for Port of Tallinn started on May 3, when Norwegian Cruise Line ship “Norwegian Jewel” called at Tallinn. This year cruise ships are expected to call at Tallinn a total of 306 times with the estimated number of cruise passengers amounting to almost 400 000. In 2009, cruise ships call at Saaremaa Harbour 6 times, bringing almost 2000 tourists to visit the island. 

More information on Tallinn and Saaremaa cruise destinations at www.portoftallinn.com
Port of Göteborg Opens New Cruise Terminal in the heart of the city

In April the Port of Göteborg reported very positive news that the number of cruie passengers is at an all-time high. This year 32 vessels will be visiting the city with 30,000 cruise passengers, making Göteborg the third -argest cruise destination on Sweden.

Located within walking distance of the city centre, attractions and shops the new cruise terminal was ready and waiting for the first cruise ship of the year when it arrived on May 5.

Recently the Swedish Maritime Administration, Ports of Sweden and the Swedish Shipowners’ Association signed an agreement to stimulate greater use of onshore power supplies. The Port of Göteborg is also a driving force in the World Ports Climate Initiative, where the port is leading the way in developing onshore power supply.
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New challenges for tourism in Helsinki

Tourism continued to grow last year in Helsinki and the capital city’s accommodation outlets recorded over 3 million overnight stays for the first time. Although the positive development at the start of last year began to wane wth the onset of the global recession from June onwards, the number of overnight stays for the entire year still grew by over 3 percent.

International cruise tourism also continued to develop positively, with almost 40 per cent more cruise ship passengers visiting Helsinki than in the previous season.

For further questions please contact: 

Bo Larsen, Director of Cruise Baltic, on tel.: +45 6120 9674 or at bnl@woco.dk
Or Jill Faulds, PR Consultant, JF Associates, on UK tel: 01795 890100; or at jill@jfapr.co.uk

Cruise Baltic is a network of cruise destinations in the Baltic Sea offering easy access to 10 countries on a string with an ocean of adventures. Visit us at www.cruisebaltic.com
