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CRUISE BALTIC

10 COUNTRIES ON A STRING Noriher Earope





News Release

Seatrade Europe

Hamburg, Germany

15 – 17 September 2009

**  Karlshamn, Sweden joins Cruise Baltic:

This Autumn Cruise Baltic has announced Karlshamn in Sweden as the latest destination to join the network. This is the 27th destination to join – a number which has more than doubled since the formation of Cruise Baltic in 2004.

The port in southern Sweden, Karlshamn is environmentally friendly and offers the full service of a deep-sea port. A merchant city (formerly Danish), with 32,000 inhabitants, the many tourist attractions for visitors to Karlshamn include: world-famous salmon fishing; the grand Eriksberg safari park; the Elk Farm; and wonderful examples of both old and modern architecture and design.
Says Director of Cruise Baltic, Bo Larsen: “It was particularly exciting to announce this new development at our Steering Group meeting held in August, when 95% of our members joined me in welcoming Karlshamn into the organisation. In these difficult economic times, it is so rewarding that a prestigious Baltic destination such as Karlshamn has chosen to invest in Cruise Baltic, recognising the many benefits of joining our network. We are using the platform of Seatrade Europe here in Hamburg to officially announce our news of Karlshamn to the cruise industry.”

Speaking at the August meeting in Turku, Ulf Sandevärn, Marketing Manager, Port of Karlshamn said: “To date, Karlshamn has been a major commercial port in Sweden and now a newcomer to the Cruise sector. With its strategic location on the main cruise route in the south Baltic Sea, Karlshamn is a small city with a lot to offer - convenient for the cruise line operators and for the passengers there are many visitor attractions close-by.
 
“With limited resources, we are confident that joining Cruise Baltic will bring us many beneficial opportunities and open new doors to us, strengthening our position in the marketplace. The participation at the creative partner meeting in Turku was a perfect way for us to get to know the objectives and philosophies of the organisation and its members. The reputation of Cruise Baltic as a progressive and active organisation was made apparent during the partner meeting and we look forward to a fruitful co-operation with both the network and the secretariat. “
 
** News; and Views of Oasis of the Seas:

Turku, Finland’s oldest city, was the host location in August for the third Cruise Baltic Steering Group Meeting of 2009.  

A modern and enchanting city on the banks of the river Aura, Turku is the European Capital of Culture 2011. This beautiful, medieval city is the stepping-stone to one of the most magnificent archipelagos in the world, with over 20,000 islands and skerries.

Attended by more than 40 representatives of Cruise Baltic, the business on the Meeting agenda included discussions on: 

1. Marketing within the cruise industry and 2. Port Development and Common Service Standards

An important benefit of the Cruise Baltic network is to gain knowledge from the professionals within the industry. Guest speaker was Jo Rzymowska, Royal Caribbean International’s Associate Vice President & General Manager, UK & Ireland.

Jo spoke on the history of RCI in the Baltic Sea region; encouraged the importance of the ports working together with the cruise lines; and the current innovations taking place in the industry.

A highlight was a presentation on the latest RCI newbuild Oasis of the Seas, with 5,400 passengers, the world’s largest cruise ship – later visited in the shipyard by all the Cruise Baltic network.
On the final day of the meeting in Turku, a new working group was formed of members from 7 different Cruise Baltic destinations. The objective to look at how common service standards should be implemented and improved.

This focus was seen as an important area for discussion following the last Steering Group Meeting held in Oslo, when John Tercek, RCI and Elisabetta de Nardo of Costa Cruises spoke inspirationally of the need to consistently raise port service standards, targeting the cruise lines operating in the Baltic Sea region.

While in Turku, the leisure programme for Cruise Baltic delegates also featured the opportunity to take an evening cruise on the beautiful steamboat s/s Ukkopekka to Loistokari island, while dining on food indigenous to the archipelago.

Cruise Baltic is a network of cruise destinations in the Baltic Sea offering easy access to 10 countries on a string with an ocean of adventures. The association - started in 2004 with 12 destinations - now headed by Director Bo Larsen, has now grown to 27 destinations and 47 partners.

Visit us at www.cruisebaltic.com
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