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CRUISE BALTIC

10 COUNTRIES ON A STRING Noriher Earope





News Release

September 21, 2009

A DOUBLE FIRST FOR CRUISE BALTIC at the SEATRADE INSIDER AWARDS 2009

Presented at Seatrade in Hamburg last week, Cruise Baltic has won the Seatrade Insider Cruise Award “Destination of the Year 2009”.

This is the first time an Award has been received for the second time by the same destination – Cruise Baltic was also voted “Destination of the Year” in 2007.

Bo Larsen, Cruise Baltic Director commented: “This award is yet another endorsement which  proves we have a unique product proposition, as well as a joint co-operation second to none in the Baltic Sea Region. 

“In addition it reflects that we have become even more visible in a very competitive industry by winning this award for the second time - the only destination ever to do so.

“It illustrates not only how we are benefiting from new destinations joining our network, but also how our close co-operation with Scandinavian Airlines and recently our partnership with Scandic Hotels, have given us an opportunity to increase further our exposure and add value and benefits to all our partners within the fast and ever-growing cruise segment.

“We are also thrilled that St Petersburg Marine Façade has won through with an award for best “Transit Port”.

Cruise Baltic has received this award in recognition of significant achievements during the last 12 months in promoting cruise-tourism - initiating several projects in order to increase the market share of cruise passengers to the Baltic Sea.
Speaking at the Awards presentation at the Schmidts Tivoli Theatre, Hamburg, Anne Kalosh, US editor of Seatrade Insider – one of the 15 high-calibre judges - said: “Cruise Baltic has gone from strength to strength and continues to  evolve in relevant ways. For example, its recent initiative with the European Cruise Council (ECC) to conduct ship visits for community leaders to  educate them about cruise industry environmental practices.”

William Gibbons, Director ECC: "Under Bo Larsen’s dynamic and charismatic leadership, Cruise Baltic has become a major force in the cruise industry.  Not only within the areas of marketing but also looking at broader perspectives, such as environmental initiatives, working in close partnership with ECC and CLIA to the benefit of the Industry."

PHOTO CAPTION:

Pictured at the Awards Ceremony, from left to right:

Tony Heuer, president of Fidelio Cruise, principal sponsor of the Seatrade Insider Cruise Awards 2009; Bo Larsen, Director, Cruise Baltic; and Mary Bond, Editor of Seatrade Cruise Review and Seatrade Insider.
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Cruise Baltic is a network of cruise destinations in the Baltic Sea offering easy access to 10 countries on a string with an ocean of adventures. The association - started in 2004 with 12 destinations - now headed by Director Bo Larsen, has now grown to 27 destinations and 47 partners.

Visit us at www.cruisebaltic.com
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