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CRUISE BALTIC

10 COUNTRIES ON A STRING Noriher Earope





Press Release

October 2006

Cruise Baltic Project

Good cruise ship year for the Baltic Sea region 

Increasing numbers of tourists are choosing to take a cruise in the Baltic Sea region. The trend is clear: there are fewer ships than last year, but they are larger.

Yet another busy cruise ship year is closing to an end. The season’s last ships will dock in the Baltic Sea harbours this week.

Once more this year the region has experienced a growth in the number of cruise tourists. 2.2 million visits were registered by the harbours in the 19 destinations that make up the Cruise Baltic Project. This represents a growth of six per cent compared to the figures from last year.

The number of calls in the 19 harbours during this season was 2,073; in comparison, the Baltic Sea region had 2,165 calls last season. But even though there were fewer ships visiting the harbours this year, more passengers disembarked according to the harbour calculations. And viewed over the period 2000-2006 the region has shown an average annual growth in dockings of 18 per cent.

Cruise Baltic Project’s project director, Signe Adamsen, explains the figures:

- The tendency is that ships are getting larger and carrying more passengers on board. Of course, we always want to have more ships visiting the region, but the most important thing is that the number of tourists is growing.

In 2006 50 more ships than in 2005 chose to let their passengers either begin or end their cruise at one of the Baltic destinations. 197 ships this year, compared to 147 ships last year, had their turnaround in the Baltic Sea region – a growth of 34 per cent.

For further information please contact: 

Project director Signe Adamsen, Cruise Baltic Project, on Tel.: +45 33 55 74 29 or at sam@woco.dk.

Cruise Baltic Project is a three-year EU project which began in 2004 with the intention of increasing cruise ship passengers to the Baltic Sea region, the Baltic Seas Cruise’s proportion of global cruise market, and the number of passengers that return after their first visit to the region.

In order to achieve this Cruise Baltic Project works together with a large number of cruise ship companies, tour operators, tourist offices, media and local cruise ship networks.

Partners and commercial partners in Cruise Baltic Project:

The 19 participating destinations and 32 partners are:

· Copenhagen (Wonderful Copenhagen and Copenhagen Malmö Port)
· Elsinore/Helsingborg (Elsinore Tourism and Business Association and Town of Helsingborg)
· Gdynia (Gdynia City Hall and Port of Gdynia)
· Göteborg (Port of Göteborg AB)
· Helsinki (Helsinki City Tourist & Convention Bureau, Port of Helsinki and Helsinki City Planning Department)
· Kalmar (Destination Kalmar and Port of Kalmar)
· Karlskrona (Municipality of Karlskrona)
· Klaipeda (Klaipeda City Municipality, Klaipeda State Seaport Authority and Klaipeda Tourism and Culture Information Centre)
· Malmö (Malmö Tourism)

· Mariehamn (Port of Mariehamn, Åland Tourism Board)

· Oslo (VisitOSLO as and Port of Oslo)
· Riga (Riga City Council and Freeport of Riga Authority)
· Rostock (Rostock Port Authority)
· Rønne (Port of Rønne Ltd)
· St. Petersburg (City of St. Petersburg)
· Stockholm (Stockholm Visitors Board AB, Ports of Stockholm and Board of Regional Planning & Urban Transportation, Stockholm County Council)
· Tallinn (Port of Tallinn, Tallinn City Enterprise Board)
· Turku (Turku City Tourist Office and Port of Turku)
· Visby (Port of Visby)
· The EU-programme Interreg IIIB
Commercial partners

· Scandinavian Airlines System (SAS Group)

· Rezidor SAS (Hotels)












